BURNHAM COPSE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Full Governing Body Meeting 

23rd July 2008, Key Stage 1 Building, 6.30pm

MINUTES

	Present
	

	Penny Waterfield (Chair)
	

	Lyn Downes (HT)
	

	David Read
	

	Chris Elkins
	

	Jason Miles
	

	Lee Branscombe
	

	Jim Brooks
	

	Mike Christmas
	Apologies

	Howard Ambler
	Mandy Buchanan

	David Read (6.35pm)
	Sammie Armstrong

	Karen Cleaver (6.38pm)
	Simon Hanna

	In Attendance
	Dawn Hague-Brown

	Tracey Williams (Clerk)
	Pam Williamson 


	1
	Welcome, Apologies and disclosure of interests

	1.1
	Apologies for absence received and accepted as above

	1.2
	Record any changes in the Register of Pecuniary Interests

	
	· No new pecuniary interests noted. Register of Pecuniary Interests is correct to date

	
	

	2
	Minutes of the FGB meeting of 23rd June 2008

	2.1
	Confirm and sign

	
	· Jim Brooks proposed the above minutes correct, Lee Branscombe seconded the motion and all governors who were present at the meeting agreed that the minutes were a true and accurate record

	2.2
	Matters Arising

	
	· Deferred to next FGB meeting

	
	

	3
	Proposed fencing for the new school

	
	· Fencing was shown on the school building plans as a dotted line i.e. no specifications

· HCC stated that the planned fencing was to the same standard of other schools. They would therefore not provide the funds to replace the current fence to make it more secure for the children or aesthetically pleasing. 

· HCC would however have no objection to the school paying for a new fence

6.35 pm David Read joined the meeting

6.38 pm Karen Cleaver joined the meeting

· The chair distributed the 3 quotes obtained for the suggested new fencing and those present were able to peruse the different costs and attributes of the fences

· If the grounds were not secure then the development of the school grounds would be compromised due to the risk of vandalism.

· Planning permission would not be needed for new fencing

· Due to the height of the current fence, a child could easily be lifted over by an adult

· All governors unanimously agreed to the concept of changing the fence to safe guard the children and the property. It must be a deterrent as well as aesthetically pleasing

· The chosen fence must be at least 1.8m high

· New IT server would be able to run video surveillance if needed

After a discussion, the chair asked for all governors to cast their votes.

Quote

Description

Price incl Vat

No of votes

2546

Spiky Fence

£12,073.70

2

0834

Bow Topped

£20,290.91

0

0835

Duel Guard

£13,732.54

8

The Headteacher provided information regarding the SATS results. 

Level 4

Maths: 62% 

Reading: 91% 

Writing: 58%

Science: 71%

Average: 74%

SATS results did not reflect the hard work carried out by both staff and children over the past year, which was disappointing.

·  Writing was thought to have dropped County-wide by 20%.

·  The school’s writing papers had not been returned as yet, so checking had not been carried out.

Q. Could the papers or questions be challenged?

A. No, however the results could be challenged if teachers found marking errors.

· BCPS was absolutely confident that the children were correctly assessed and at the correct levels

· The children do have the correct knowledge, skills and understanding but it was important that they learn to demonstrate that in an exam situation

· Self esteem of the children was at risk and every effort would be made to support and encourage the children to improve their confidence, especially in exams.

· The chair, on behalf of the FGB offered full support to the school 



	
	

	4
	Opening ceremony – 27th November 2008

	
	· Will take place 10.30am – 11.30am

· A guest had been confirmed but no further preparations were to be made until a visit by the Lord Lieutenant 

· Invitations will be distributed 6 weeks in advance



	5
	Date of next FGB meeting 

TBC


