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Dear Parents,
It’s always a pleasure to share good news, and, as promised, we are passing it to you immediately.

We have just had our annual visit from the Schools Improvement Manager of Children’s Services at Hampshire County Council.  The purpose of this visit was to measure the school’s attainment in its first year, and to make a judgement about standards achieved.  
We are delighted to let you know that Hampshire County Council has agreed that the school is now found to be ‘satisfactory, with many elements of good’.  This means that we have leapt a grading level in one year, which is fantastic news, and a credit to all at Burnham Copse; its staff, the children - who are to be praised for their hard work and dedication - and you, the parents, for your support.  We now await the first Ofsted inspection of the new school, which will almost certainly be this year.
Meanwhile, the school continues to thrive and grow, with the possibility that we may have more children than available spaces for new entries in September 2008.  The new building is coming along well too – still on target, just about, and we are fortunate that thus far we have had no bad weather to complicate matters.  Once we reach May, most of the works to be carried out will be inside, and the weather won’t affect the programme.  

In late December, governors and members of staff, suitably clad in hard hats and hobnail boots, were given guided tours of the shell of the new school building.  It was very already hard to visualise how the building used to be, as walls had been removed, windows knocked through and every ceiling was exposed.  To try and imagine how the new school will be was even more impossible, although we have the plans (on show to the left of the Office in school) for us to see what the finished building will be like. 

Meanwhile, we have asked the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire’s office for a representative from the Royal family to open the school.  They can’t promise, but our request will be sent to them and considered in April of this year.  

We’ll keep you up to date with developments as they arise.  Meanwhile, thank you for your continuing support – please do contact us with any queries you may have.

Yours sincerely
Penny Waterfield

Chair of Governors
