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Dear parents

What a difference a year makes.  This time last year we were getting ready for a new primary school, a new headteacher, and, for some, a change of premises.  Many people were worried about many aspects of the change, and the whole atmosphere was tense with anticipation.  A year later, we have overcome these fears.  The new primary school sprang into being, and the legacies of the old schools were left behind.  Lyn Downes has proved to be an excellent leader and source of inspiration, ably assisted by her staff, who have risen superbly to the various challenges with energy and dedication, and we would like to thank them all.  
We now have one primary school, operating from one site, with one Headteacher, and one single purpose – to raise standards and ensure a better education for children in our care.  The move into one school site has proved to be a blessing, in that it has enabled the primary school to become one unit far more quickly.  Standards have risen, the children (and the Local Education Authority) are happy, and we look forward to a more settled year in 2008.

OK – we still have the move back into the new building to contend with.   This is currently just about on target – we were originally told end of July 2008 for the finished project, and it is now estimated to be August – and builders generally have a bad reputation for timekeeping!  However, we are assured that the school will be under its new roof by the start of the autumn term, and we can only cross our fingers and trust to luck.

Even so, it’s something to look forward to – having seen the plans, it all looks very exciting, and 
your children will be the first to reap the benefits.  Shortly after the schools moved into the Key Stage I site in late July 2007, we visited the classrooms and spoke with a selection of children about their experiences of the move.  Without exception, they had all found the move exciting, and felt that they had more ownership of the situation as a result of their being involved.  We think they will find the move back into the Key Stage 2 site even more so.

Thank you for your continued belief and support in the school, which goes from strength to strength.  We hope that you and your families enjoy Christmas, and that the New Year brings you all happiness and prosperity.    With all best wishes

Penny Waterfield

Chair of Governors
