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       Governing Body        

Chair:  Penny Waterfield

51 Sheridan Crescent

BAUGHURST

Hampshire

RG26 5HQ

Penny.waterfield@bcp.hants.sch.uk
0118 981 1549
8 February 2010
Dear Parents

Time for an update from the Governing Body – and a thank-you for your understanding during the difficulties caused by snow and ice earlier in the term.  We think the texting service which advised you of closures worked well – and hope you agree!  We would also like to thank the staff of Starlings Care Club, who struggled in during the bad weather to keep the club open for the children, which made life a little easier for working parents.

The weather has fortunately not prevented the start of our planned improvements to the main gate to include better sightlines, and the provision of a new path to the right of the driveway.  We are also considering the provision of automated vehicular gates which will improve site security.  Works to develop the old swimming pool area into a science park, with equipment which will enable your children to investigate and explore for themselves are now in the final stages of planning.  The changing rooms will be demolished, and an extra tarmac area will then become available for the easier turning of vehicles on the site.  These improvements will make the site safer and more secure for your children, but there will inevitably be some slight inconveniences while the work is being carried out. Details will follow later.
We have been looking at ways to improve our communication with you – apart from the annual questionnaire which we send out, we don’t have anything in place which would easily allow you to talk with us.  We’re currently thinking about small ‘exit’ questionnaire cards for you to complete whenever you have been to a school event, which would allow us to contact you if you wished.  Questions asked would be very simple – along the lines of ‘have you enjoyed yourself’, or ‘have you learned anything useful today?’.  If you have any other bright ideas to help us to help you and your children, please let us know.  We are aware that it isn’t always easy to get in touch with us – we’d like to improve that.

We said goodbye to one of our governors, Simon Hanna, where pressure of work has taken its toll.  Simon had been a governor for many years, and, as an architect, had been pivotal during the rebuilding of the school.  We thank him for his years of service, and wish him well.  As a result, we now have a vacancy for a parent governor – Mrs Downes will be sending out the information very shortly which will enable you to apply.  We hope you do – governorship is rewarding, and really helps to make a difference to the school.

Finally, we would like to say a temporary goodbye and extend good wishes to Mrs Ball, who will be on maternity leave after half term, and a welcome to her replacement, Mr Cooke.   
Have a good half term!

Penny Waterfield

Chair of Governors
