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Governing Body
  Chair:  Penny Waterfield

51 Sheridan Crescent

BAUGHURST

Hampshire

RG26 5HQ

0118 981 1549

28 November 2008

Dear Parents

The visit of His Royal Highness, Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, to formally open our school was quite an event, and certainly one to remember!  His Royal Highness visited every classroom, and chatted with a large number of the children and teachers. He impressed everyone with his very approachable attitude and interest in the school.

The Royal presence also brought a retinue of important people – the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, Mrs Mary Fagan; the High Sheriff of Hampshire; Vice Chairman of Hampshire County Council and the Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, all of whom received guided tours from members of the Governing Body, and were loud in their praise of the school.  The children were amazing, and coped brilliantly with hordes of visitors and the disruption to their normal routine.  
His Royal Highness was entertained by the children with two songs, including the song composed by the children, which had everyone tapping their feet, including our Very Important Guest.  I gave a short address on behalf of the Governing Body, and His Royal Highness then unveiled the commemorative plaque and gave a short speech, which was pitched at just the right level for the children.  Liam and Katie then presented him with a mug as a gift from the school.  Tadley Wind Band provided background music to the event.
All too soon the visit was over, but not the celebrations – these continued with a light lunch, courtesy of Messrs Sainsburys plc; bulb planting (and thanks to those parents who helped, despite the weather conditions), and then the Big Sing – an attempt to make a Guinness Book of Records entry, with 600,000 children throughout the UK singing the same song at the same time.

After five long years since the two schools amalgamated, with lots of trials and troubles along the way, today was a joyful celebration of our new school.  If any of you attended, and have photographs (digital or otherwise), we would be grateful for copies which can be sent by email to lyn.downes@bcp.hants.sch.uk.  

Finally, a reminder of the school’s Christmas productions in the week commencing 15 December, and our very best wishes to you and your children for a happy and peaceful Christmas.  2009 promises to be an eventful year – the first in our lovely new building- and with the future ahead of us.

With all best wishes

Yours sincerely

Penny Waterfield
Chair of Governors



e.mail: penny.waterfield@bcp.hants.sch.uk








