Basic skills are the important building-blocks of learning.
Speaking and Listening, counting, reading and writing.

Help your child acquire basic skills by:

taking every opportunity which arises to talk about

things

ask them questions to make them think about the world
give them new words to extend their vocabulary and

articulate their feelings and ideas.

let them listen to adult conversations, even if they only
appear to be playing , they will be picking up language!

look for patterns and shapes as you are out and

about—always listen to your child’s ideas, however

“odd” they may seem

counting can be explored in all situations, but please

be careful to encourage children to count carefully

(touch if possible) to ensure one-to one correspon-
dence rather than just chant numbers i.e. run from tree
to tree in the park and count each one as you reach it.
let your child help when you are cooking if you can —
there is a wealth of opportunity to count ingredients

such as currants, carrots, peas etc.

read to your child as much as you can—Ilet them see

you reading too!

always switch off the television or radio if you are read-
ing to your child, encourage them to look carefully at

the pictures and tell you what they see.

spend time with books and talk the language of books,
teach them to handle books carefully, go to the library

to borrow books and bookshops to spend birthday
money.
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Reception Topic for Spring one

Winter in the park

During this first half of the spring term we will be
looking at winter, especially in parks. Much of our
learning will be based on Percy the Park Keeper.
Our role play area will be Percy’s cottage. We will
be making notices and posters to be displayed the
cottage.

We will be using the laptops in the classroom to
develop mouse control by using the program
'Dress Teddy’ and using the keyboard to type in
text.

We will visit local parks, looking at the trees in
winter and exploring pushes and pulls on the
playground equipment.

The children will be looking at non-fiction books
and making their own non-fiction book.

We will be painting, drawing and using clay to
make a simple woodland animal.

We will be drawing maps to show journeys that we
have made.
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Things you can do at home:

Make a simple weather chart to record
the weather over a period of time.

Look for different shaped logs in the
woods.

Look for pictures in magazines of parks
or other places of interest.

Collage a picture of a park using torn up
pieces of paper.

Visit the nature reserve and parks at
Paices Hill, Tadley Common, Pamber
Forest or Eastrop Park.

Use the library and the internet to
discover more!



