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Dear Parent,

A very warm welcome to Burnham Copse Primary School — a school which
arose like a Phoenix from Burnham Copse Infant and Burnham Copse Junior
schools on January 1% 2007.

There are very exciting developments to look forward to in the next two years
and we extend an invitation to you to join us on the journey.

We have already re-designed our curriculum to ensure that the children have
exciting and interesting things to learn about every day. Many of our new
systems are based on internet resources, including Numeracy, Literacy, Science
and French.

In addition, we are awaiting the re-furbishment of the original Junior school to
give us a purpose-built Primary school, with separate wings for each Key Stage
as well as an integral, but independent, pre-school. We will also have separate
areas for ICT, Music, Art and Design technology.

For the duration of the build, we are housed in the original Infant building,
which gives us enough space to continue to develop our innovative approach
to learning whilst we wait for the move into our more spacious new school.

This brochure is designed to give you a flavour of our school. We also have
a website giving more details at www.burnhamcopse.co.uk.

Please do not hesitate to ask for further information or a tour of the school
to see the children at work.

We look forward to meeting you.

Yours sincerely,

N

Qucar .

Mrs L. Downes
Headteacher

Welcome page



Vision Statement

Our school is a place which revolves around the needs of the children, intellectual, physical, emotional, spiritual, social
and cultural. If all of our children are to achieve their full potential, we, as the responsible adults, need to nurture and
encourage the development of trust, respect, confidence, self-esteem and the desire to learn.

All children have a right to expect to achieve a good level of basic skills to enable them to access into the world. The
pace of change in our lives is so great that we do not know what they will need in their lives beyond good social skills,
good basic skills, an ability to think for themselves and a love of learning.

We encourage children to think for themselves and make decisions in a variety of contexts throughout their schooling.
Active teaching of the different types of thinking is part of the taught curriculum. Alongside this, we teach skills of
evaluation, reflection and analysis.

We aim for children to be excited by a curriculum that is well-designed to suit their needs, interests and aptitudes. We
set activities that are relevant, meaningful and pitched at a level that builds confidence and challenge at all times for
all children.

As part of the planned curriculum, we give children opportunities for independent research and investigation. This
includes compilation and presentation of their work to a variety of audiences.

Our school ethos revolves around high expectations for everyone to achieve their best at all times and in all things.
As part of this motivational training, we have firmly-embedded systems for positive rewards that are accessible to all
children and based on this “notion of best”.




About our School

As a primary school, we provide educational care for children from 4 — 11 years old. The children are divided into
classes of no more than 30 in Foundation and Key Stage 1, and no more than 33 in Key Stage 2.

All of our classes have a full-time qualified teacher and a full-time learning support assistant (LSA). Teachers work
closely with their Assistants, directing their time carefully to ensure that children receive appropriate support at all
times.

All teachers are required to plan for, and deliver, all curriculum subjects. We tend to teach Literacy and Numeracy
during the morning sessions.

We have a themed approach, where we fit as many strands of learning together as we can to provide relevance and
meaning to learning. Our themes are blocked as Science, Geography and History blocks. Our website has more
details, together with photographs of some of the work completed to date within the units covered.




Admissions

We follow the admissions policy as agreed by the Hampshire Education Authority and published in the Annual Guide
to Applying for a School Place.

Our published admission number (PAN) is 30. Details of the school catchments area are available from the school
office or our website.

Children start school in the September following their fourth birthday.
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Transfer to Key Stage 3

We maintain strong links with the local secondary schools throughout the year.

There are comprehensive liaison systems in place to ensure a smooth transfer of all children to the secondary school
of their choice during the summer term of year 6.




Classes in our school

Children in our school are grouped into classes named after garden birds. We chose this theme largely because of the
abundance of wildlife in and around our lovely grounds, but it also links historically to the woodland nature of the area.

Children in Key Stage 1 are grouped according to their year of birth. Each class covers a year as calculated from
September 1% to August 31

Robin: Our Reception class (sometimes called the Foundation Stage).

Children in the first year of their schooling follow a specially-developed curriculum which enables them to continue their early
learning experiences through a variety of first-hand experiences. This highly structured play-based curriculum underpins all ten
curriculum subjects through six areas of learning.

We want the children to enjoy school from their very first day and work closely with parents to ensure that their early experiences
are happy ones. To this end, we are very flexible in terms of children coming to school in the first few months, following a
staggered-entry approach which ensures children are not too tired. Details can be arranged with the class teacher to suit individual
response.

Nuthatch: Our year 1 class, and the start of formal schooling, when the children continue their from the reception
year, but move out of the foundation stage curriculum and start to follow the National Curriculum

Wren: Our year 2 class, where we expect the children to have acquired a good understanding in the basic skills of
reading, writing and number. Learning becomes a little more formal, but we aim to keep first-hand and practical
experience at the heart of all we do.

Key Stage 2

At the moment, numbers dictate that children are grouped vertically in Key Stage two. That is, children in each
registration group are from two separate academic years.

There are two classes with a mix of years 3 and 4.

Sparrow and Swallow: Children from these classes are grouped in different ways for literacy and numeracy teaching,
moving to be with different teachers and additional support staff for these sessions to ensure they are learning at the
optimum level.

There are three classes with a mix of years 5 and 6.

Magpie, Siskin and Woodpecker: Children in these classes are split between the three teachers for literacy and
numeracy, giving opportunities for all children to be stretched and challenged at a level appropriate for them.




The school day

8.30 — The doors are opened and children arriving at school are expected to come straight into class through the
playground entrances.

9.00 — 9.15 — Registration.
9.15 - 10.15 — The first teaching session.

10.15 — 10.35 Key Stage two Assembly
Key Stage one morning break

10.35 — 10.50 Key Stage two morning break
Key Stage one Assembly

10.50 — 12.00 — The second teaching session

12.00 — 12.30 — Key Stage one lunch / Key Stage two lunch playtime.

12.30 — 1.00 — Key Stage two lunch / Key stage one lunch playtime.

Key Stage one afternoon sessions from 1.05 — 2.05 and 2.20 - 3.20 (with an outside-play break from 2.05 — 2.20).
Key Stage two afternoon session 1.00 — 3.30.

Please note — on a Friday morning, there is a whole-school Assembly at 9.10, when parents are
invited to stay and join us.

Morning playtime on a Friday for Key Stage two is immediately after the finish of Assembly for 15 minutes, with a
longer second teaching session.

Registration

Classroom doors are locked for security at 9am. Any child arriving at school after this time must go to the main school
entrance and register at the office.

Punctual arrival at school is fundamental to achievement and parents are asked to ensure their children are in school
in good time or telephone the school office immediately if there is a problem.

Assemblies

Assemblies in school are of a mainly Christian, but non-denominational nature. Parents have the right to withdraw
their child from this daily Act of Worship and should inform the Head teacher if they wish to exercise this right.




Experiential and Active Learning

We operate on the principle that children with active bodies have active minds. The curriculum is planned to enable
children to be as active as possible, as appropriate to age, with opportunities for moving around, investigating and
exploring ideas in as many ways as possible.

The school is set in extensive grounds with a hard play area - a Copse, a Pond, a Meadow and an Orchard. On our
move back to the permanent site, we plan to develop curriculum-based areas for the physical sciences and
technology in addition to the natural sciences.

We have good sports facilities, particularly on the junior school site, which remain in use for the duration of the building
works. We have a large sports field for football and other team games, and an outdoor heated swimming pool which is
open to use by all children during the summer term.

Trips and visits

We plan for a variety of trips and visits to support the children’s learning throughout the school year. The Reception
year have opportunities to explore the grounds and immediate locality of the school, with at least one day trip to
somewhere such as the Blue Reef Aquarium or Finkley Down farm. By year one, children are ready to start exploring
a little further afield and we try to incorporate at least two trips to different attractions. By year two, the children have at
least one trip out per term and by year 3, one of the visits is an “overnight” experience.

Years four, five and six all have “residential” trips in addition to the day excursions. Past venues have included Calshot
activities centre, Hooke Court in Dorset and a Ski trip to Italy or France. Our website has links to some of our venues.




The Staff team

Teaching

Head teacher — Mrs L. Downes

Assistant Head teacher Key Stage one- Mrs M. Andrews
Assistant Head teacher Key Stage two — Mrs A. Armstrong
Robin — Mrs M. Andrews, Mrs J. Jones. and Mrs C. Jenkins
Nuthatch — Mrs T. Ball and Mrs D. Read

Wren — Miss B. Read and Mrs R. Sebbage

Special Needs Assistant: Mrs Page

Sparrow —Mrs Armstrong and Mrs Miles

Swallow — Mrs Clark, Mrs Angwin and Mrs Potts (Special Needs)
Magpie — Mr Branscombe and Miss Stewart

Siskin — Mrs Sly and Mrs Gregory

Woodpecker — Mrs Brown and Mrs Aldwinkle

Special Needs Assistants: Mrs Pleass and Mrs Pither
Site team
Office — Mrs Stanley and Mrs Honiatt

Site — Mr Ambler, Mrs Davies, Mrs Tessier, Miss Martin, Mrs Smerdon

























































