Helping your child to develop confidence in Spelling and Reading Comprehension

We teach children to read and spell from the early stages by helping them to understand that the sounds we make when speaking can be written down as marks on paper.
We want to  enable them to become accurate and fluent readers and confident writers.
They need to learn the patterns of letters and their sounds
They need  to learn that strings of letters make different sounds ie str
They need to learn to recognise the high frequency words (words like if, for, of, etc) these are commonly held by adults to be the simplest, but are actually the most difficult as they have no meaning as such.
When reading with your child, please sit close together and point to the top of each word as they point underneath. This way, you can quickly tell them any word they do not know and help them to read the story-line rather than losing their interest by “sounding” the word.
Other ways to help:

· Read, read, and then read some more to your child (even if they can read fluently for themselves!)
· Share reading duties from the earliest books (you read a page, they read a page)
· Talk about the characters and the illustrations from the earliest books

· Encourage talk about the book in as many ways as you can

· Invent different stories with the characters 

· Explore “what if” possibilities for the story, or different endings

· Encourage the children to use illustrations if they are in the book or draw their own

In order to become confident in spelling, children need to have seen the printed words many times and have learnt to read them within a variety of texts.
Ways to help your child:
·  make up “nonsense” words that rhyme

· think of other words that rhyme, or have the same “strings” 

·  use a PC as much as possible- thesaurus, spell-checker

· look around for spelling packages and games for the PC

· “Spelling Force” will be available through school very soon (leaflets coming home)
· BBC “literacy” website is very good
School spelling “tests” are to:-
· develop confidence in using and applying their knowledge 

· enable them to remember letter “strings” and be able to use them flexibly 

alongside phonic knowledge

·  be able to use their knowledge for other writing purposes

Please encourage your child to develop good spelling skills by:
· Practising the spellings as flexibly as you can

 (spellings learned as a list tend to be remembered only as that list!)
· make up sentences containing the word/s
· change the word to different tenses i.e. add “ed” “ing” on the end

·  think of other words with the same “string” of letters

· make up a “story” with as many of the spelling list words in as you can

· praise lavishly for effort

· correct mistakes sensitively

· avoid comparisons or expectations of 10 out of 10!
· make spelling time fun!

Numeracy is about being able to use and understand the number system in a variety of situations.

· Money

· Weighing

· Measuring

· Estimating

Being able to manage money is an important life skill

Handling money is also an excellent way for children to practice their number skills

· Try to find opportunities for them to use money in real situations

· Keep a pot of different coins at home to practise counting
Weighing and measuring
· Encourage your child to help with the cooking

· Weighing fruit and veg in the supermarket

· Estimating before weighing is a good extension skill

· Checking weights and comparing prices on food items

Please use the metric system whenever you can!
There are many opportunities in everyday life for you to help your child to practise their skills. Think about involving your child/ren when you are buying:
· Carpet, wallpaper, floor tiles.

· Building supplies
or
· Making curtains or clothes

· Making models

Estimating is a skill requiring a good knowledge base and understanding of the problem based on lots of practical experience!

· Estimate in weights and measures as much as you can.

· Estimate (approximate) a “sensible” answer to number problems.

We learn the multiplication tables in this order:

x2     x10     x 5   
x3     x4       

X6    x7    x8    x9

Children need to know these by heart !

If at any time you need some help, or do not understand how we are teaching these skills in school, please come and ask your teacher to explain.
NB Very few parents came along to the meeting/s arranged in school – we would be grateful to hear your views on the best ways we can help you to be involved in your child’s learning.
