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Dear Parents

Since we last wrote to you, at the end of the summer term, many things have changed.  

We are now truly a combined primary school, with both key stages operating  happily and successfully from one site.  The move at the end of last term went well, thanks to the cooperative efforts of both staff and children, and everyone has settled down to a year filled with hard work and commitment to raising standards.

Work started this week on the old Junior site, and we will keep you up to date with developments as they happen.  At the moment the contractors are systematically working through the building, removing items and areas no longer needed.  Hard hats are everywhere, and we can expect a degree of chaos and noise in the initial stages – well worth it, though, when we will soon be able to enjoy the end result.

Results are something else that everyone has been working towards.  You will remember that just over a year ago the old Junior school received a very negative report from Ofsted.  We are now, of course, a new Primary school, and therefore the report no longer applies to the new school.  However, we are fully aware that Ofsted will make a return visit some time during the next year.  We do not expect to receive any further monitoring reports from them until that time, as this is not their responsibility.

Instead, the Children’s Services department at Hampshire County Council take on the responsibility of monitoring the school on a regular basis, and we receive visits from the District Manager and his team quite frequently.  

We are delighted to have received a good report from him at the end of the summer term.  Although the finer details are confidential, we are able to tell you that we are ‘delivering to expectations’, at the end of the summer term, and that ‘good progress is being made against the targets set’.  ‘Teaching has continued to improve and is now good’.  This is excellent news, and congratulations are in order to both Mrs Downes and her team.  
As always, if you have any queries regarding your child’s education, please contact Mrs Downes.

Thank you to those of you who returned our recent parents’ questionnaire, and for taking the time to complete them.  The average scores for each question told us that you were quite happy with the school and your child’s education – but if you think differently, please do tell us.  Communication was the worst score, although even that fell above 50% in the return.  So, if you have any queries, problems or worries, please do get in touch with either Mrs Downes or us, and we will be happy to help.  
We still have a vacancy for a parent governor, and would be very pleased to welcome one of you to our team.  If you are interested, please contact Mrs Downes.  The work is challenging, but we are on an upward spiral, and it’s both satisfying and rewarding to see the differences which are already beginning to take shape.

Finally, thank you for your continued interest in and support of the school.  If we are doing anything wrongly, please tell us – and equally, if you are happy, do let us know!

Yours sincerely

Penny Waterfield

Chair of Governors
