The Swimming pool at Burnham Copse
Dear Parents,
Our swimming pool was built over 40 years ago, with funds raised from the community, mostly the parents of the time – some of whom are now grandparents of the school!

Sadly, time has taken a toll and our pool needs a great deal of money to be spent on an upgrade to bring it into line with the standards expected of an outdoor pool. Funds are no longer available from the Education Authority to maintain pools within a mile of a public facility, and no school money can be used for upgrading works.

We now have to make the decision about the future of our pool and would be grateful if you could spend a little time filling in this questionnaire (either ring the box or use a highlighter) to give us an idea of your feelings and your willingness to support.

Realistically, we are looking to raise the equivalent of £300 per child over the next six months or so in order to complete the necessary work – whilst some grant monies may be available from other sources, considerable effort would be needed from the school community if we are to complete the works.

Thank you for your support.

1. The changing rooms are substandard structurally and need to be replaced as a matter of urgency. The minimum cost for this re-build would be in the region of £25,000.

Do you:-

	Wholeheartedly support the view that we re-build the changing rooms and are prepared to support fund-raising.

	Support the view that we re-build the changing rooms and are prepared to help with fund-raising.

	Agree that the changing rooms need re-building, but cannot support fund-raising over the next six months.

	Think that it is time to cease using the changing rooms.



2. The existing pool is really too shallow for the older children to swim in. 
Do you:-

	Wholeheartedly support the view that we refurbish the pool to make it deeper and are prepared to support fund-raising.

(Estimated costs £20,000)

	Support the view that we
 re-build the pool and are prepared to help with fund-raising.

	Agree that the pool needs re-building, but cannot support fund-raising over the next six months.

	Think that it is time to cease using the pool.



3. Even to continue using the pool as it is, extensive repair work to the underground pipework and filter units are needed.
Do you:-

	Wholeheartedly support the view that we refurbish the pool and are prepared to support fund-raising.

(Estimated costs £10,000)

	Support the view that we re-furbish the pool and are prepared to help with fund-raising.

	Understand that the pool needs re-furbishing if we are to continue using it, but cannot support fund-raising over the next six months.

	Think that it is time to cease using the pool.



4. Tadley swimming pool is just about a mile away. We could continue to swim with the children in school time, but this would mean an additional cost to parents and/or fundraising to meet the hire charges. (Older children could walk, the minibuses could be used for the younger ones).

Do you:-

	Wholeheartedly support the view that we move to a system of hiring the Tadley pool for a day a week and are prepared to pay a charge / help with fund-raising.

(Estimated costs £10 per pupil per six-week block)

	Support the view that we move to a system of hiring the Tadley pool for a day a week and are prepared to pay a charge / help with fund-raising.

	Agree that the school adopts the County policy of a six-week swimming programme for year 5 children only.

(this is funded)

	Have another idea?


Added to this, any fund-raising efforts are hampered by the fact that our Parent/Teacher group is set to collapse this year as the children of the current Chair / Vice-chair, Secretary and Treasurer leave the school and there is no-one (as yet) to fill the places.

Do you:-

	Wholeheartedly support the view that we keep the PTA and are prepared to volunteer to join the committee as an “Official”.

	Support the view that we keep the PTA and are prepared to volunteer to join the committee.

	Cannot offer to join  the PTA, but are prepared to offer help with school events from time –to-time. 

	Have another idea?


Your views and comments in addition to the questions above?

Please return this questionnaire to the school by Friday 13th March. If the questionnaire is not returned by this date, we will make the assumption that you do not wish any efforts to be made to keep the pool open.
If you are prepared to volunteer for the PTA, please add your name and contact number, or call in at the office and let us know.

Name……………………………………………….. Contact number………………………………
