Burnham Copse Primary School 

Art policy

Aims:

To give many opportunities for children to express and 



communicate their response to the world through Art forms.

To enable the children to develop skills in using different artistic materials in their exploration of and response to colour, shape and form.



To encourage the children to observe closely and use their developing 

skills in articulating a response to a wide variety of art forms from 


different cultures and periods of time.

Art in all its diverse forms is given a high profile in the school, with the children’s work being displayed sensitively in order to stimulate and celebrate achievement throughout the building (see Policy for Display).

Art is one of the foundation subjects which is planned into the curriculum on a rolling programme in order to give the children rich and varied opportunities for the exploration of different forms of 2D and 3D materials. As the children’s skills develop, their artwork is celebrated, discussed, displayed and evaluated. However, at this early stage of the children’s development, the main value of the experience is for them to gain enjoyment and fulfilment from experimentation and exploration of different materials.

Most classrooms carry a basic stock of different paints, papers, glue, brushes and modelling materials and a variety of media. There is also a dedicated art and technology room which is timetabled for use by all classes throughout the school. Further specialist materials are available in this room as a central resource. Over the year, there are planned opportunities for children to develop skills in using these materials in a variety of ways.

Progression

Art as a subject follows the same structure of progression through the school as most other subjects. We begin with providing free play situations which give experience of the materials and stimulate language development, move on to structured experiential play and then progress on to using, applying and developing the skills learned in more structured teaching sessions (see Policy for Play).

Paint

In the Reception class. paints are available as a free play opportunity in addition to the planned activities to stimulate the development of skills and knowledge in the use of paint. As the children progress through the school, paint is used as an increasingly sensitive medium in the expression of ideas. We teach a progression of skills in using and applying different techniques with brushes in addition to the skills of colour mixing and matching.

Modelling

We have planned opportunities throughout every year for children to use clay, dough, plasticene type materials and “recyclable materials” in exploring 3D aspects of representation. Modelling activities are used to underpin and reinforce aspects of study across the curriculum.

Pastels, Charcoal and drawing pencils are all introduced into the curriculum as soon as the children have developed sufficient fine motor control. These materials are used to enable the children to develop skills in representing, line, form and colour.

Observational skills are developed by giving the children every opportunity and encouragement to look closely and describe colour, shape, texture and form. Wherever possible, the children draw from first hand, with the object they are required to draw directly in front of them. We use our school grounds extensively when seeking stimulation for artwork. Because some objects cannot be brought in, the children all have a sketchbook, which they can take outside to record their observations, ideas and impressions.

Printing and Collage  as an expressive medium is explored and utilised throughout the school. Through printing and collage we encourage the children to experiment with shape and texture and investigate aspects of science through art forms.
Work of other Artists and from other cultures  is displayed around the school. In addition, each key stage has an area to display work of a selected artist. The children are regularly encouraged to take time to study the pictures. The work of other Artists is also discussed as part of the planned curriculum and is often used to stimulate the children’s own work.

Information and Communication Technology is used to extend and enhance the art curriculum. We have a variety of software, including programmes such as “Dazzle” and “Colour Magic” which enable the children to explore aspects of colour, shape and form. There are also “clipart” and “National Gallery” programmes available as well as websites for the National gallery. The flexibility of computer programmes allows the children to develop skills in planning and manipulation of their ideas in draft form before final production.
Children with Special Needs have equal access to all areas of the curriculum (see Policies for Special Educational Needs, Equal Opportunities, Racial Equality and Children with Physical Impairment). As with all aspects of study, each individual has a different level of response, expertise and learning rate which will affect the results achieved. All children’s work is celebrated with this understanding uppermost.

Speaking and Listening skills are developed as an integral part of the Art curriculum, with the children being encouraged to articulate responses, express preferences and use the specialist vocabulary which is introduced from the earliest stages in the school.

Assessment of Artwork is based on the criteria as set in the learning objective. Each child’s sketchbook will show a progression in skills development and individual portfolios reflect the range of experience and response over a period of time. All work in sketchbooks and portfolios is dated and any significant achievement annotated.

As part of the art curriculum, children are taught how to handle, care for and respect materials and tools, following safe practices at all times.

In following the programmes of study from the National Curriculum, we study the four strands as set out in the National Curriculum. We have high expectations of the children in every aspect of their work, encouraging them to use their own judgements and form their own conclusions, understanding that art is an individual response to the world.
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