Burnham Copse Primary School

Policy for Break (Playtimes)

Aims:

For playtimes to be a positive learning experience, fostering social and 

imaginative and physical  play skills.



To set parameters for safe, happy and purposeful playtimes.

We have four main hard-surface play areas (zones) which are used during outside break times. 

Zone 1- an area for running games, always equipped with a variety of small apparatus such as ropes and balls, and also home of the large climbing frame.
Zone 2 – set aside for organised team games (mainly football or netball, and regulated by classteachers, who distribute bibs to rotational groups).

Zone 3 – the courtyard area, equipped with (large-scale) outdoor games such as “Connect 4” and Crazy Golf to encourage social interaction.

Zone 4 – the Early Years play area, specifically for children in the Reception class, and those from Year 1 who prefer to remain in an area away from the older children.

All zones have designated duty staff for supervision and interaction, together with year 6 “playleaders”.

 The field and related play areas are available for use during fine weather.
We have regular breaks in school which are set from 10.45 to 11.00 in the mornings and 2.00 to 2.15 each afternoon. Lunchtimes are from 12noon to 1pm (see Lunchtime Policy). 
At breaktimes, the children are encouraged to play together, inventing their own games around the equipment that is at their disposal. We expect them to have due regard for their own safety as well as the safety and happiness of others, operating at all times within the rules laid down (see Discipline Policy and Policy for Safe Physical Play). Any child breaking the rules or causing unhappiness to others is given one warning before being taken inside.

If a child is injured during a playtime, the nearest adult will respond immediately. A designated member of staff in each zone carries a first-aid bag to deal with very minor bumps. All other cases are managed as appropriate to need (see Policy for First Aid and  Medicines in School).
The Teacher on duty is always on the playground with their own class two minutes before the designated time. Other children released from class walk into the playground zones and choose their games. 

During cold weather, all children are required to wear coats and encouraged to bring a hat and gloves. Children without coats are either kept indoors or provided with a spare coat to wear. Playtimes are shortened when there are adverse (hot or cold) weather conditions. When this happens, procedures for wet play are followed.

Children are normally required to go out at playtimes to enjoy the benefits of fresh air and physical exercise. There are, however, some situations where a child is fit for school, but the Parent/s request that the child stays indoors during breaktimes. Such requests should be made by the Parent to the classteacher and/or the Headteacher at the start of the school day, verbally, by ‘phone or letter. Children staying in may choose a friend to stay with them during breaktimes, where they are in the central admin area/library under the supervision of the Headteacher. Other children may be permitted to stay in at breaktimes at headteacher or classteacher discretion, according to specific, identified need.
Wet play activities are set according to the aims as outlined above. The Teacher on duty is responsible for making decisions about playtimes. During wet or inclement weather, the children remain in their classrooms under the supervision of the classteacher or the classroom assistant (who each take a shortened break).  Each classroom has a list of acceptable activities for wet playtimes, which include books, puzzles, sand tray and construction toys at the teacher’s discretion.
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