Burnham Copse Primary School
                                                                                                                                                                                    
Collective Worship policy 

Aims:
To foster whole school gatherings that explore the awe and wonder of our World and everything within it.

For the whole school to join together in songs of praise and celebration of life.

To provide an opportunity to celebrate the skills and achievements of the children.

To set a Christian framework for promulgating social and cultural values.



To allow a set period of the day for quiet reflection.

We have a whole school collective act of worship (Assembly) daily. This varies in time from day to day and for the two key stages, but is broadly 10.45 for KS1 and 10.15 for KS2 Monday - Thursday. The Friday Assembly is for the whole school and has an open invitation for Parents and friends to join in a celebration of the week’s achievements and is held from 9.15 – 9.45.

Worship in schools differs from the generally accepted form in that we meet together as a group of people from differing backgrounds, cultures and beliefs. In our Worship, we seek to foster the sense of community and acknowledge diversity in a positive way. In sharing relevant experiences and giving opportunities for stillness and reflection we value individual identity and celebrate the spiritual dimension of life (see also polices for Racial Equality, Equal Opportunities).

All the children are expected to come into the hall quietly and listen to music whilst waiting for other classes. There is a programme for listening throughout each Key Stage which gives opportunities for appreciating different types of music (see Policy for Music). At the end of the Assembly, the children listen to music again before being dismissed and returning to their classrooms

Our Assemblies are themed on a weekly basis to follow the calendar of Christian Festivals. Saints days and major Festivals from other cultures such as Divali and the Chinese New Year are also explored and celebrated.

During the week the Assemblies follow the pattern of

· thematic study (based on a rolling programme)

· sharing assembly on Friday, when a selection of children from each class  bring special achievements of the week to share. Parents have an Open 


   invitation to attend this Assembly.

Friday Assemblies also have the weekly awarding of the Teddy Bear to the class which has collected the most “marble” points during the week. On occasion, we have an award ceremony for any child who has earned an “Achievement” Certificate. Children so honoured invite special friends and Parents to attend the Friday Assembly.

Once a month from January to July, each class in turn will lead the assembly on a theme of their choice. The children of the “lead” class invite their Parents and friends to join them for this Assembly and entertain them afterwards in their classroom. 

Assemblies generally follow a pattern of singing, opportunities for listening, discussion and reflection, followed by a simple prayer and finishing with another song. 

Birthdays are celebrated on the actual day if that falls within the school week. Weekend birthdays are usually celebrated on a Friday. We have an “everlasting” birthday cake on which we light the relevant number of candles. We all wish the child a Happy Birthday by name whilst the candles are burning and clap the number of years they have attained. The child then blows out the candles before we sing “Happy Birthday” and present the birthday sticker. If more than one child has a birthday on the same day, the teacher leading the Assembly will use professional judgement in deciding which comes first. The “candle ceremony” remains individual, but the birthday song is only sung once. Staff and Parent birthdays are also celebrated!

In line with the school ethos of full inclusion,children with Special Needs are fully integrated into all aspects of school life. Children with physical impairment bring their specialist equipment into Assembly with them. In all respects, we have an equal expectation of all the children to participate fully in the daily act of Collective Worship.

Assemblies are always child-centred, based on immediate experience and totally non-denominational, although Parents have the right to withdraw their child/ren from all or part of the Assembly if they wish to do so.
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