
Burnham Copse Primary School

Policy for Control and Restraint of Pupil

Aims:

To have a system within which children feel secure.



To communicate acceptable practices when dealing with potentially 


dangerous situations involving children.

Children need to feel safe and secure when they are at school and be aware that the adults in charge of them will always act to protect them from threat or danger. As adults in charge of children, we are aware of our duty to be in “Loco Parentis” and to be alert to potentially threatening situations. Sometimes these threats come from others and sometimes from individual actions or responses. At times it may be necessary to restrain or control children in order to minimise the effect and/or impact of such situations.

Our general ethos in school encourages the children to feel happy, safe and secure within a supportive environment. Enshrined within this understanding and in conjunction with the needs of children (some very young), we endeavour to provide appropriate physical comfort when necessary, as a Parent would. This Policy is concerned wholly with those situations where control or restraint is needed and should be read in conjunction with all other policies, but with particular reference to our policies for Discipline and Assertive Discipline.

Control or restraint may be necessary in the following situations:-

· if a risk of injury is imminent.

· where there is a developing risk of injury or damage to self or property.

· where the child’s behaviour is compromising good order and/or discipline.

Corporal punishment, by which we mean the intentional application of force, is not used in the school at any time.

If a situation should occur where the adult in charge feels that control or restraint is necessary, the first option is always to hold the child close, either on a lap or within a firm holding position as defined in the LA Restraint document. Occasionally, a younger child may be transferred from a Parent to a Teacher by the traditional and accepted method of holding or carrying on the hip. The more usual method is for the adult to take a child’s hand and divert attention elsewhere. If the child is resistant and the “holding” (described above) is deemed inappropriate or unworkable, the child is held gently by the shoulders whilst the adult   places themselves either between the child and the danger, or to manoeuvre into a position where a transfer to the “holding” method can be employed. In all situations where the child is not easily calmed, the Headteacher is called.
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