
Burnham Copse Primary School

Policy for Creative Writing
Aims: 
To equip the children with the skills and confidence to express themselves well in written form from within the secure framework of structured skills teaching.

To be able to write for a variety of purposes and for a range of audiences.

To encourage free and  fluent writing, enabling the children to explore and communicate their ideas, thoughts and feelings in written form.

This policy deals specifically with the processes involved in the children’s developing ability to communicate their thoughts and ideas through the writing process integral to all areas of the curriculum. It should be read in conjunction with and within the context of the policies on Reading, Handwriting, Spelling and Drama, as the skills which are detailed in these documents are central and integral to the development of the writing process. As the school is fully Inclusive, it should also be read in conjunction with Policies for Special Educational Needs, Equal Opportunities, Race Equality and Children with Physical Impairment.

Writing skills are encouraged and extended from the child’s earliest days in school by the constant use and celebration of the written word including reading, celebration of the work of others, discussion of texts, promulgation of books and the use of the library. Children’s writing is celebrated in all contexts (see Policy for Praise and Motivation) and teachers take every opportunity to encourage the children in the development of their knowledge and understanding of the writing process in addition to the acquisition of fine motor skills.

We introduce “writing” as an activity into the planned curriculum from the earliest stages in school. We begin with the child making marks on paper which they can articulate as having a corresponding meaning attached. As understanding develops, marks begin to take the form of writing, either as an “adult join” type of script, or as a succession of letters which they know how to form (see booklet entitled “Developmental Writing”).

The children will have set sessions when they are encouraged to communicate freely with the minimum of adult intervention, using those skills which have been learnt through direct teaching in other areas of the curriculum (see previously referenced policies). We take care to establish an appropriate environment for writing. Teaching writing can be a whole class activity, with each child working individually and as independently as possible for a sustained period of time.

At first, these writing attempts may bear little resemblance to a readable script, but will gradually become more intelligible as skills and confidence develop. We attach great importance to valuing the children’s efforts and ensure that they are given opportunities to share their writing with adults and other children at the end of the session by “reading” them back (see also policy for Handwriting). 

The process of creative writing is necessarily linked to the acquisition of spoken language skills. We have a planned progression for the development of speaking skills which underpin the concepts of expressive communication (see policies for Speaking and Listening and Drama).

During the early stages of writing, we do not make any formal attempt to “correct” or interpret the children’s work, but we do give every encouragement to the children to use their phonic knowledge to build words. Teachers regularly make informed judgements on individual skills progression from response to writing. These assessments are used to inform planning and ensure that any gaps in understanding are addressed by specific skills teaching.

As the child becomes more competent and is able to communicate freely in a script which is easy to interpret and understand, we begin to identify drafting skills. When this becomes established as a requirement, we will teach the children to re-read their own work and identify spelling errors or punctuation together by underlining them, progressing through to correcting some or all of the mistakes, depending on individual levels of confidence. On occasion, the child will be encouraged to find alternative words, or employ a wider variety of vocabulary. When all these skills have been absorbed as good writing practice, the more fluent writers will be encouraged to re-write the piece in a “final” neat form, sometimes using a computer to aid the drafting process.

ICT plays a significant role in the children’s search for information. The Internet is available as a valuable resource in school and there is a range of software to support skills development and knowledge of writing processes, including the teaching of word-processing. The flexibility of computer software allows the children to develop skills and concepts at an individual level.

All aspects of Speaking and Listening are employed and celebrated within the study of writing. Listening is a core skill with the children being encouraged to listen, reflect, generate ideas and articulate responses to the writing of others. The extensive language of writing is introduced progressively throughout the school. Parents are encouraged to participate in enhancing writing skills at home (see policies for Homework and Parent Partnership).

Children develop writing skills at different rates and sensitivity needs to be used at all times in moving children forward at the optimum rate. Some children will find the writing process very challenging and will need a careful intervention programme in order for them to learn the skills which will enable them to communicate freely (see policy for Special Educational Needs). 
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