Burnham Copse Primary School

Policy for Drama

Aims:
To  encourage and stimulate interest in the exploration of imaginative
play situations.

To cultivate an environment where the children are allowed to explore and define their response to the world.

To provide opportunities for the exploration of verbal and non-verbal communication, developing an appreciation of imagination, symbol and ritual.

To develop the use of role play as a medium for exploring the curriculum in such a way as to stimulate excitement and interest.

Drama is an art form through which children can explore aspects of their world, the structure of relationships and complex communication skills. In the normal world of the child “let’s pretend” is a natural part of their everyday response to the world.

During the school day, there are many opportunities for children to enact and play through situations in order to reach understanding. Imaginative play is essential to the process of learning for young children (see Policy for Play) and teachers plan specifically for imaginative play during curriculum time. These opportunities are many and varied according to the particular aims and objectives of the teaching situation or key stage at any one time, but will include use of play houses, and “home” corners (role play). At times these areas will be transformed into vehicles, hospitals, shops etc. to create real-life situations which will stimulate interactive language experiences and provide backgrounds for imaginative play in which the children can explore their own circumstances and responses.

In addition to these planned opportunities, the children have regular break times when they are completely free to construct and structure their own imaginative play situations, either as groups or individuals. The playground is equipped with a variety of structures which can be used as a framework for their play (see Policy for Breaktimes).

Drama is used as a specific teaching tool within many aspects of the curriculum (more especially at KS2), when the children are required to participate in structured drama, discussing and reflecting on issues raised within imagined narrative situations, differentiating between fiction and reality and working effectively as members of a team. The purposes of these drama situations are defined in the planning structures as learning objectives, which may include aspects of personal communication, use of relevant speaking and listening skills, developing confidence in public situations and raising self-esteem.

In all areas of the curriculum, teachers plan to use a variety of different approaches to encourage children to think creatively and use Dramatic skills to explore different situations. These approaches will include the use of puppets, hot seating, creation of tableaus, re-enactment etc. as appropriate to the situation.

Speaking and listening for a variety of reasons and to a wide range of audiences is an integral part of the “let’s pretend” world of drama (see also Policy for Speaking and Listening). 

There are times during the year when the Drama focus is specifically aimed at the formulation, rehearsal and public performance of a particular aspect of our studies. Sometimes these will begin with the children working in an open-ended way to produce a response to an issue which is then refined with teacher intervention into a form which can be presented at a public performance. Another stimulus is to take a story and recreate the essence for presentation to a wider audience. 

These performances enable the children to develop their skills across the disciplines of public speaking and listening, giving opportunities for sharing and celebrating their skills and can normally be expected to happen at Harvest Festival, Christmas and during the spring and summer terms when each class has an opportunity to present an Assembly.

In encouraging the children to develop their skills and expertise in creating “let’s pretend” situations, we have a variety of different areas within the school and ICT tools, most notably an overhead projector, which creates a “mood” situation very quickly and easily and a high-quality sound system. There is also an easily-assembled stage for public performances and a puppet theatre.

Children with Special Educational Needs have full access to all areas of the curriculum, including drama activities. In line with our Mission Statement and ethos of full inclusion,  pupils with Special Needs, including those with Physical Impairment, have an Assistant who will aid them in participation and teachers are sensitive in planning activities which are non-exclusive (see policies for Equal Opportunities, Special Educational Needs and Physical Impairment).

All drama activities are carried out with due regard for Health and Safety, with risk assessments being completed for activities where appropriate.
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