Burnham Copse Primary School

Drugs, Solvents and Alcohol Policy

Aims: 
To enable children to be accurately informed about keeping healthy and the role of drugs as medicines.


To raise awareness of the need for safety measures and the need for personal safety with drugs, solvents and medicines.


To enable children to be aware of the dangers of alcohol. 

The school is committed to maintaining the Health and Safety of children and staff in all respects and this policy should be read in conjunction with all other Health and Safety policies, but with particular reference to the policy for First Aid and Medicines, which sets out the school systems for administering medicines during the school day.

For the purposes of this policy, the term “drug” is used to include;

· those substances which are legal but which can be misused 

· those substances which are illegal

The Headteacher is the member of staff responsible for ensuring the Health and Safety of all persons on the school site. No child is permitted to be in possession of any drug or medicine, - even “over-the-counter” remedies -  and any that become apparent will be taken from them and returned to a responsible carer  (see policy for First Aid and Medicines). In cases where another child informs staff of a child in possession of a substance, the child will be asked discreetly to show what they have, and then taken carefully through what will happen next. The child is not blamed or held responsible for possession.

There will be times when permitted substances such as glues and solvents are used on the school premises; any such use is strictly controlled in well-ventilated spaces outside of normal school hours. Use of equipment with a strong smell (such as some felt-tips) is avoided wherever possible, or care taken to talk through the dangers of “sniffing” (inhalation) as part of the risk-assessment/teaching cycle.

The school has a strong PSHCE policy and scheme of work. Care is taken through all sessions to discuss aspects of personal care and the need to inform an adult immediately if any dangerous or unknown substance is found. 

The PHSCE teaching in school covers the following areas of personal development:

· high regard for personal safety

· respect for self and others

· opportunities to explore values and attitudes

· practise decision-making skills

· develop strategies to deal with peer-pressure

· consideration of consequences

· accessing routes for help and information 

· emphasising the need for a healthy life-style
All of these underpin the principles of good citizenship and set early attitudes, laying firm groundings for future drugs education.

Children are informed about the benefits and dangers of drugs and medicines in all forms and care is taken to explain why they are not permitted to keep any such substance in their care, however “harmless” it may seem. In cases where substances 
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are taken from a child, immediate contact is made with the parent to explain the action and the school policy.

Children in the home setting are sometimes witness to forms of drug abuse which are beyond the control of the school. In cases where the child reports such misuse, appropriate steps are taken for referral to other Agencies (see Child Protection Policy). Any instances where a child reports (or speaks of) alcohol misuse, are investigated sensitively with due regard to the Child Protection Policy. In all situations, the child is allowed to talk through their fears and counselled /supported. In cases where a Parent is (or appears to be) under the influence of drugs or alcohol at collection time, the Headteacher is called to make an evaluative judgement and decide upon an appropriate course of action. Alcohol is only permitted on the premises for adult consumption under special licence for specific fund-raising events. Such events are closely monitored and care taken to ensure the terms of the public licence are adhered to.

Any suspicious substances or containers found on the school site following illegal entry are referred directly to the Police.

Useful publications:

1. Drug Prevention and Schools



Circular 4/95 DfEE

2. Drug Matters Guidelines 





HCC, 1995 

3. Drug Education: Curriculum Guidance for Schools 


1995

4. Medicines in School HCC, 1995

5. Health for Life 1 / 2 Health Education in the Primary School 
1989

6. The World of Drugs: Skills for the Primary Child Tacade, 

1995

7. You, Me and Us: Social and Moral 

       Responsibility for Primary Schools         Citizenship Foundation/Home Office

8    A Parents Guide to Drugs and Solvents
Health Education Committee

9. The Risk Pack




Child Accident Prevention Trust

10.Opportunities for Health and Education    

      to Work Together


Scott Thomas NHS Executive, 1996

11. Health of the Young Nation

HCC 1996
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