Burnham Copse Primary School

Early Years policy 

Aims:

To communicate the understanding that the first years of schooling are 
the foundation and of vital importance in influencing the child’s 

perceptions of Education.

To have a consistent system to ensure systematic skills acquisition and smooth transition from Pre-school to the Reception class.

To ensure that activities and expectations are sensitive to individual needs 
and maturity.



To communicate expectations of Children, Parents and Teachers in the 

first years of schooling.

The first years of a child’s schooling are a vital foundation in setting good attitudes to learning behaviour. We aim to work in very close partnership with parents at all times and in all things, recognising that parents are the first and prime educators of their child/ren.

Children may begin attending the Reception class in the September following their fourth birthday (see Admissions Policy). Very young children have individual needs and expectations of them are correspondingly sensitive. We want them to come into school willingly and enjoy their time in a safe, secure and caring environment which provides scope for them to explore and develop their understanding of the world through Play (see Play Policy). We work closely with parents at all times to ensure a close match of understanding and expectations. 

Whilst children are in the Reception class, they are deemed to be at the Foundation Stage and have a specific (DfEE) curriculum to follow called “Early Learning Goals”.  The Early Years curriculum is planned entirely from this document. Children begin statutory schooling at Year 1 (the year following Reception), when they are subject to all the legal requirements of Key Stage One i.e. following the programmes of study as laid down in the QCA documents, including Literacy and Numeracy teaching.

We have a firm Policy of Parent Partnership which operates throughout the school. During the first years of schooling, it is vitally important that Parents and teachers maintain close communication (see Policy for Parent Partnership). Parents are welcomed into classrooms as observers or helpers by prior arrangement with the Classteachers.

There is a fenced area immediately outside the Early Years wing which is used for outdoor play throughout the year. Reception children stay within this area for playtimes during the Autumn term but, during the Spring and Summer terms, their playtimes are integrated with the other playground zones in the school. However, they continue to have the use of the facilities in the outdoor playground for curriculum enhancement activities and for free play during the lunch break. (see Policy for Lunchtimes). 

Assessment in school is an ongoing process which is central and integral to the process of teaching and learning. It is firmly rooted in the need to determine each child’s strengths and weaknesses and support the teachers’ understanding of the whole child.

In making judgements on a child’s performance, we are able to plan and deliver an appropriate level of curriculum and method of delivery. This in turn ensures that each child is given every opportunity of reaching their fullest potential (see our Mission Statement).

Written records are passed on to Reception class teachers from pre-schools in the summer term, with verbal reporting on individuals to ensure a smooth transition between providers. Our own system of Baseline Assessment/ Needs analysis is also carried out at the beginning of the Reception year. Children’s attainments and progress are carefully tracked through the year. Parents are kept informed of achievements, with a written Report of progress and attainment issued in the summer term classes. 
At the end of the Reception year, teachers report to parents using the Foundation Stage Pupil Profile (FSP) which forms the first formal Assessment from which data is calculated at LEA level.

Also towards the end of the Reception year, a screening test is carried out with all children. This is a developmental test which is carried out on an individual basis. Results of this test give an indication of whether the child shows any early signs of learning difficulties (see Policy for Special Educational Needs).

Teaching in the Reception class is mainly through structured (themed) play situations, with small group work matched to the child’s intellectual, social and emotional development. Phonic and number skills teaching begin through rhymes, stories and “fun” activities. During the summer term, teaching becomes more focused and children are loosely ability grouped for some activities. Early reading skills are taught to match the individual’s needs and aptitudes. When children reach an appropriate stage, the first books with simple text are sent home for shared reading opportunities (see Policies for Mathematics, Reading and Home/School Partnership).

Structured Literacy and Numeracy sessions are phased in gradually during the second half of the Autumn term. By the end of the Summer term, the children will have 45 minute sessions of Literacy and Numeracy teaching daily which follows the same structure as the rest of the school (see policies for all areas of English and Mathematics). Afternoons tend to be spent on providing structured opportunities for all-important social play (see Play policy).

Information, Communication Technology (ICT) is taught in the Early Years through individual skills training on classroom computers and through focused teaching time on the laptops. Children in the Early years classes have full access to all ICT provision in the school and follow a clearly set system of skills progression (see ICT Policy).

Children with Special Educational Needs have access to the same facilities and agencies as the rest of the school (see Policies For Special Educational Needs and Children with Physical Impairment). We work very closely with the different agencies to ensure that individual children’s needs are identified and catered for and are pro-active in identifying and meeting the needs of all children, working in close Partnership with Parents and other agencies
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