Burnham Copse Primary School

Geography policy

Aims:
To stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and foster their sense 
of wonder in the world around them.

To develop knowledge and understanding of the home area to give a sense 
of place.

To help children to appreciate differences between places and the people who inhabit them.



To enable children to develop a concern about the quality of their 


environment and foster understanding of how human activities can 


change the environment.

To develop skills and techniques when carrying out geographical enquiries.

Geography is concerned with the relationship between the earth and its peoples through the study of places, environmental issues and the use of space.

Geography is taught largely through first hand experience and observation, with much of the learning activity focused on the school and its immediate environment which we endeavour to use as an outside classroom as much as possible.
Within the school building, there are opportunities for directional notices to be followed and teachers regularly plan activities which involve following trails. Geographical elements are planned from one or more of the following aspects of study:-

· where places are and how they are linked. 

· links between the people and their environment.

· what it means to live in one place rather than another.

· characteristics of the earth’s physical systems i.e. weather and seasons.

· identification and exploration of major physical and human features.

· observation and enquiry activities.

· aspects of the local environment.

· types of human activity in specific areas

· how individuals and services affect a community.

· how land and buildings are used.

· seasonal changes.

· places and people beyond their direct experience.

· environmental changes.
Within these studies, there is a progression in the development of geographical language and enquiry skills and techniques. ICT plays a significant role in the children’s search for information. The Internet is available as a valuable resource in school and there is a range of software to support skills development in the following ways:-

· Roamer to develop instructions for following a route.

· Software to create maps and graphs/adventure simulations/route mapping.

All aspects Speaking and Listening are employed and celebrated within geography studies. The extensive language of geography is introduced progressively throughout the school and Parents are encouraged to participate in enhancing geographical skills when the children are “Out and About”(see policies for Homework and Parent Partnership).

In line with the school ethos of full inclusion, children with Special Educational Needs have equal access to all areas of the curriculum (see Policies for Equal Opportunities, Racial Equality, Special Educational Needs and Children with Physical Impairment). As with all aspects of study, each individual has a different level of response, expertise and learning rate which will affect the results achieved.

Teacher Assessment of geographical skills is carried out on a rolling programme, based on the skills progression in the National Curriculum programmes of study. These skills include:

· Geographical language

· Map skills

· Fieldwork skills

· Enquiry skills

Development of geographical skills and expertise are reported to Parents in the annual report, issued in the summer term. 

Throughout the school, the children move from direct experiential learning to the communication of ideas using pictures, drawings, diagrams, maps and information Technology.
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