Burnham Copse Primary School

Policy for History

Aims:
To develop children’s understanding of the recent and more distant past and engage in activities which excite interest and arouse curiosity.



To find out about and appreciate human achievements from the past.

To learn about the lives of men, women and children from Britain and the wider world.

To enable children to notice, understand and accept the reasons for change in their environment.



To develop a sense of chronology in order to organise and sequence 

personal history and gain a sense of identity. 



To identify changes in the lives of people known.

History is taught within a topic cycle that is linked to other areas of the curriculum. Some topics have a history base for study, whilst others have an historical element attached in a cross-curricular link.

In the Reception class, the areas of study are based on the programmes which follow the Knowledge and Understanding of the World aspects of the “Early Learning Goals” document. We endeavour to keep concepts as close as possible to the children’s experience. As their skills and understanding develop, topics become broader, seeking to arrest imagination and interest in the past.

In our planning for History studies in school, we provide opportunities for the children to:-

· Recognise the differences between the present and the past in their own and other people’s lives.

· Place events and objects in chronological order.

· Use everyday terms to talk about the passing of time.

· Know and recount episodes from stories about the past.

· Ask and answer questions about the past from a range of sources of information.

· Show knowledge and understanding of aspects of the past beyond living memory and of some of the main events in the lives of people they have studied.

· Recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result.

In all aspects of our history studies, we seek to use real objects, pictures, photographs and reference books in the library to ask questions and find answers for why things happened as they did. Emphasis is on looking for evidence, using research skills and drawing conclusions rather than on the recording element. Wherever possible, we bring into the school, people who are able to speak with enthusiasm on topics, or take children out to visit museums or historical sites.
ICT plays a significant role in the children’s search for information. The Internet is available as a valuable resource in school and there is a range of software to support skills development. All aspects Speaking and Listening are employed and celebrated within history studies. Role play (both by children and adults) is used extensively to create interest, excitement and opportunity to explore aspects of the past. We regularly bring in a travelling history show and hire interactive history resources from the Hampshire Wardrobe company to give the children first hand experience of artefacts.

In line with the school ethos of full inclusion, children with Special Educational Needs have equal access to all areas of the curriculum (see Policies for Equal Opportunities, Racial Equality, Special Educational Needs and Children with Physical Impairment). As with all aspects of study, each individual has a different level of response, expertise and learning rate which will affect the results achieved.

Teacher Assessment of history skills is carried out on a rolling programme, based on the skills progression in the National Curriculum programmes of study which covers the following areas:

· Chronology

· Range and depth of historical knowledge

· Interpretations of history

· Historical enquiry

· Organisation and communication

 Development of history skills and expertise are reported to Parents in the annual report, issued in the summer term. History as a subject is about assessing and evaluating ideas and events of the past and children are expected to develop these skills progressively through the key stages.

History studies are about giving children a broad understanding of human and social attitudes and understanding. We approach the subject with enthusiasm and hope to communicate this to the children as an attitude for future learning development.
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