Burnham Copse Primary School

Information Communication Technology (ICT) policy

Aims:
To enable children to experience the interest, excitement and enjoyment to be gained from ICT applications.

To develop skills and understanding in the application of  ICT for a variety of purposes in the curriculum and in everyday life.

To give opportunities for using an increasing range of applications to support learning, including the use of the Internet.



To enable the children to understand that ICT applications represent an 

alternative way to plan, organise and represent ideas.

To gain an increasing sophistication in formulating and communicating ideas.



At our school we recognise Information and Communication Technology as a vital commodity that underpins our children’s future. As such it is given high profile and embedded within each aspect of the curriculum. 

As a school we decided to move away from having a central ICT suite, instead opting for a bank of 15 laptops shared between every 2 classrooms. This enables teachers to use ICT to further enhance the curriculum, fostering stronger cross-curricular links. Specific ICT skills are taught in groups sessions using the laptops.

We are committed to an ongoing programme of replacement, renewal and upgrading of both hardware and software in order to provide the children with the latest technological support. 

In addition to computer ICT, we have a range of different items for control technology, a variety of tape and CD recorders (including workstations with headphones), a combined sound system which incorporates a radio microphone, a television, digital cameras, digital video recorders, scanners and interactive whiteboards, all of which are used to support learning across the curriculum in a variety of ways, but specifically to support the various aspects of Speaking and Listening.

The main areas for ICT study are the teaching of ICT skills and the application of those skills in order to extend and enhance the learning process. ICT is therefore firmly embedded as a tool for learning.

As with all areas of the school experience, we are committed to ensuring a parity of entitlement for all children. Teachers are very aware of ensuring that the gender balance is maintained and supported in all areas. Careful planning also ensures that the children experience a broad range of applications.

ICT encourages children to gain independence in learning, giving opportunities for task selection, collaborative work, finding information and using their initiative in posing questions and seeking solutions. ICT in the curriculum encourages children to recognise the need for accuracy in following instructions and in the careful checking of work.

In working collaboratively, children are encouraged to develop their communication skills across a broad spectrum of Speaking and Listening activities as well as employing a wide range of communication devices such as graphs, pictures from clipart, use of scanned photographs etc.

In line with the school ethos of full inclusion, children with Special Educational Needs have equal access to all areas of the curriculum (see Policies for Equal Opportunities, Racial Equality and Children with Physical Impairment). As with all aspects of study, each individual has a different level of response, expertise and learning rate which will affect the results achieved. For children with Physical Impairment, ICT is used as a tool to give easier access into some areas of the curriculum i.e. a word processor for writing.

Assessment of ICT skills is carried out on a rolling programme, based on the skills progression in the National Curriculum programmes of study. Development of ICT skills and expertise are reported to Parents in the annual report, issued in the summer term.

Children enjoy using ICT at school and we value the high motivational aspects of such technology in enhancing and extending concentration and learning. Our aim is for ICT to be accepted as a tool which will serve throughout life for an increasing range of purposes, enhancing and extending opportunities and power in seeking information, finding solutions and communicating to and with others.
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