Burnham Copse Primary School

Internet policy

Aims:
For the Internet service to be available for enhancing research and information processes in the school.


For children and adults to be confident in the use of the Internet as a powerful communication tool.


To have systems for use which protect children from unpleasant and/or inappropriate material published on the Internet.

We have a 4 banks of 15 networked laptops in school which have full connection to the Internet. Each class teacher also has access to a wireless linked laptop to plan for curriculum-enhancement activities. 

Adults in the school have free access to the Internet and are actively encouraged to use the service to practice skills, enhance their curriculum knowledge, access research information for use in lessons and communicate with colleagues in other schools.

The Internet in school is used as an additional source of information for the children, either to access sites for topic research or as additional curriculum material for skills development.

Children are given planned opportunities to use the Internet under adult supervision.
Assessment of Internet skills is within the umbrella of ICT assessment (see policies for Assessment and Recording and ICT).
Children are taught about internet safety as part of the ICT curriculum. They are taught about the potential hazards of chat rooms and websites where personal details are asked for, for example popular social networking websites. In school, Hampshire filters are used to ensure unsuitable material is not viewed by the children. 

In line with the school ethos of full inclusion, children with Special Educational Needs have equal access to all areas of the curriculum (see Policies for Equal Opportunities, Racial Equality and Children with Physical Impairment). As with all aspects of study, each individual has a different level of response, expertise and learning rate which will affect the results achieved. Children with Physical Impairment have full access to all areas  of the school. Seating in the computer suite is sufficiently flexible to allow for specialised  arrangements as appropriate.

The Internet is a powerful tool has become accepted within society as a vehicle for communication. We aim to start on children on the road to open exploration within the safety of school care.
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