Burnham Copse Primary School

Library Policy

Aims:         Those children should be able to extend and develop their language skills in a secure, warm and interesting environment.

 For children to be given opportunities to develop reference skills in a variety and range of situations when using the Library.

 To develop information handling skills which lead to independent learning.

To encourage an awareness of the wider world.

To develop and extend a life-long love of books and pleasure in using a Library as a learning and leisure resource.

Our Library is a warm and comfortable central area where we encourage children to explore and enjoy the magic and fascination of books and literature. The children have free access to the library area for a range of information- gathering purposes during the school day. The location of the library is such that there is a constant but subtle adult presence.

The library is organised into two main areas to facilitate access by children of all stages in the school. There is a non-fiction area, classified by the Dewey system and a fiction library with books sorted into alphabetical order by author.  .

We are constantly updating and renewing book resources as funds allow and make full use of the extensive services offered by the School Library Service to change and renew our resources to match changing needs and classroom topics through the year.

A progression of Library skills are taught throughout the school. This enables the children to develop a sound knowledge base in using the library to develop, extend and reference their knowledge and understanding in all areas of the curriculum (see Library scheme of work). Teachers also use the library extensively to resource topics, classroom interest areas, “Author” studies and general fiction. Children who read competently are also encouraged to extend and enhance their range of literature by using the library as an added resource base for individual reading books.

Children are encouraged to visit and use the Library facilities from their earliest times in the school. They are introduced to the delights of browsing, searching for information and the enjoyment of books in the widest sense in both small group and individual situations. We give every opportunity for them to develop as motivated, informed readers who will value and enjoy books throughout their lives.

All children from the Reception classes onward are given a weekly opportunity to visit the Library.  A timetable allows allotted time for all classes to undertake library time. Children are actively encouraged to use the library for research and can use the wireless computer technology to access a full range of media-base programmes and the internet to enhance and extend research opportunities.

All aspects Speaking and Listening are employed and celebrated within the study of literature and the library, where the language of books is introduced, celebrated and practiced. Listening is a core skill with the children being encouraged to listen, reflect, generate ideas and articulate responses to the writing of others. 

Children with Special Educational Needs have full access to all areas of the school and the curriculum. In line with our Mission Statement and ethos of full inclusion,  pupils with Special Needs, including those with Physical Impairment, have an Assistant who will aid them in participation and teachers are sensitive in planning activities which are non-exclusive (see policies for Equal Opportunities, Special Educational Needs and Physical Impairment).

Junior Librarian is used to catalogue and manage all library books.*
*Cataloguing of the library books and relabeling is underway.  Due to the combining of two libraries with the same system many books have repeat barcodes and need to be re-entered and recorded on the library management system.  This was started in January 2009 and is an ongoing project.  All books are being re-classified and labelled under the new Dewey categorisation system.  

Library policy / Foundation curriculum

Issue 2 Feb 09
Page 1 of 2

