Burnham Copse Primary School

Music Policy 

Aims:
To provide opportunities for children to explore music as a means of expression.

                     To develop skills and techniques in performing, composing, listening and appraising music.

           To provide opportunities to experience and respond to music

           from a variety of cultures and traditions.

Music is creative and expressive, encompassing skills and concepts which sometimes need to be taught as a specialism. There are links between the programmes of study for music and other National Curriculum subjects, which are used as much as possible. Music teaching falls within the four main areas of Performing, Composing, Listening and Appraising.

The subject manager for music works alongside her colleagues in providing support for input and capitalising on cross-curricular themes. Other music specialists in the school take on teaching roles as appropriate. Through exposure and practice, children are encouraged to develop control of breathing, dynamics, rhythm and pitch when singing and the performance of short musical patterns when playing.

During music lessons, the children are encouraged to share their music-making in pairs, groups or as a class. They learn to listen with concentration and recognise the elements of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure. 
Extra opportunities for music-making are provided through weekly Choir club. We also have a range of visiting teachers for children in KS2 to learn keyboard and, flute, clarinet, piano and saxaphone.
Daily Assemblies in school always feature aspects of music, including listening  to a wide range of different music and singing a variety of songs, both unaccompanied and accompanied by backing track from CD.
Dance in many forms is included within the planned curriculum. This gives further opportunities for the appreciation of, and response to, music from different times, cultures, performers and composers, fostering awareness of musical traditions and the way music is used to create moods or express feelings.

Performing

Children have a variety of opportunities to perform for different audiences; these range from informal sharing in class, through weekly parent assemblies, to ambitious choreographed, productions for Christmas. Although the most common form of performance in school involves singing or dance, the children also perform with percussion instruments where appropriate and tuned instruments as skills develop.

Composing

Children are encouraged to use a variety of percussion instruments to create, explore sounds and develop simple compositions in response to a variety of stimuli. Ways of recording music are investigated using simple symbols and graphic scores.

Listening and Appraising

Listening is a core skill and is particularly encouraged in music studies. Children are given opportunities to listen, reflect, think and articulate a response to the different types of music they hear. The extensive language of music is introduced progressively through the school and parents are encouraged to participate in enhancing musical skills at home (see policies for Homework and Parent Partnership).

Live performers for music are brought in whenever possible, both professional adults and competent children from within the school. 
Children with Special Educational Needs are given full inclusion and equal access to all areas of the curriculum (see policies for SEN, Physical Impairment, Equal Opportunities and Inclusion). As with all aspects of study, each individual has a different response, expertise, and rate of learning or skills acquisition, all of which affect standards of achievement. All children’s work is valued and celebrated with this understanding uppermost.

Racial harmony is promoted at the school at all times and in all respects. Music is  an ideal medium through which to celebrate and appreciate other cultures. The music scheme of work and music listening cycles through the school are planned to incorporate and celebrate musical traditions from a wide range of cultures. (see policy for Racial Harmony and Equal opportunities). 

We have high expectations of the children in every aspect of their work in school, encouraging them to develop opinions, use judgements and form conclusions, understanding that music is an art form that requires a very individual response.
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