Burnham Copse Primary School

Religious Education (RE) policy 

Aims:
For children to develop and explore their ideas and beliefs within a mainly Christian framework which encourages questioning and exploration of personal thoughts and feelings.

For the children to have a broad experience of main beliefs, festivals and stories from a variety of religions in addition to Christianity.

To enable children to investigate aspects of their own spirituality within an open but secure framework where they are given opportunities for awe and wonder.

The purpose of religious education in our school is to support children in developing their own coherent patterns of values and principles, and to support their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

This entails encouragement of each student to interpret and respond to a variety of concepts, beliefs and practices within religions and to their own and others’ cultural and life experiences.

Our curriculum for Religious Education is based on the document “Living Difference”, which takes account of the legislation stating that studies should reflect the fact that our society is mainly Christian. Within this, we seek to promulgate a balanced non-denominational approach which is sensitive to the multi-cultural aspect of our school community. Parents have a right to withdraw their children from parts of or all their RE lessons.

Our school ethos is firmly based on teaching good social skills and morals which underpin all the major world religions. We expect all in the school to respect the views and opinions of others whilst extending loving care and consideration to all. Our emphasis is on the appreciation of the world and respect for everything in it whilst learning to live amicably together (see Policies for Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education, Equal Opportunities and Racial Equality).

We have an RE scheme of work which reflects a broad base of study and picks up on the major Christian Festivals such as Christmas and Easter. The scheme of work follows the framework as laid down in “Living Difference” document. RE studies is part of the planned curriculum, with RE being taught both as a separate subject and themed within the Literacy hour. All themes encourage the development of ideas and understanding. In our studies through the key stage, there are elements which compare and contrast Christianity with Hinduism, Islam and Judaism visiting places of worship and inviting Church leaders into school to talk about their beliefs and customs.

Aspects of spirituality are explored through all areas of the curriculum, with time being allowed to stop, wonder and question the magnificence of the world around us. We have a rich natural environment surrounding the school, which is extensively used for exploring the children’s developing sense of awe and wonder. 
Speaking and Listening are used as the main teaching vehicles for RE, with the children being encouraged to articulate their thoughts, feelings and ideas in all situations. An extensive and challenging new vocabulary is introduced and used in exploring aspects of World Religions.

Children are encouraged to use ICT in their RE studies. There is programmed access to Internet sites in addition to software specifically dedicated to Bible stories which enhance opportunities for independent learning. There are additional resources in special sections of the Library.

In line with the school ethos of full inclusion, children with Special Educational Needs have equal access to all areas of the curriculum (see Policies for Equal Opportunities and Children with Physical Impairment). As with all aspects of study, each individual has a different level of response, expertise and learning rate which will affect the results achieved.

Teacher Assessment of RE skills is carried out on a rolling programme, based on the skills progression in the “Living Difference” programmes of study and built into our Scheme of work for RE (see policy for Assessment, Recording and Reporting) Development of RE skills are shared with Parents in the annual report, issued in the summer term.

As with all areas of the curriculum, children are encouraged to explore, question and use their reasoning powers to develop their skills, understanding and knowledge within an open and non-judgemental setting.
This approach to religious education is consistent with the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child, particularly articles 12, 14 and 30.
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