Burnham Copse Primary School

Reading policy

Aims:
That children should have a love of books and enjoy reading as a leisure activity as well as a learning tool.



That children should be taught a wide range of strategies and 


techniques in order for them to become proficient readers.

Reading is the key to all learning activities and is the core skill required for meaningful existence in a literate society. 

Learning to read is a complex activity which requires a child to develop inter-related skills and understanding in order to be able to decode text with confidence and interpret meaning. The teaching of reading in school takes full account of different learning styles and preferred de-coding skills.

Pre-reading skills are developed and extended through a wide range of activities which include reading behaviour modelled by adults through handling and talking about books and stories, story reading and story-telling, as well as skills in shape, pattern and letter recognition. As soon as the children are settled into the Reception class, they start to choose books with their Parents for home reading, this sets the pattern for their time in the school (see Home/school Reading, Homework and Library Policies).

When the children begin to show an understanding of the language of books They are introduced to the early stages of reading our core scheme books “Oxford Reading Tree”. The early books are without text, encouraging the development of skills in telling the story through pictures. This stage is critical to the development of reading awareness and enables the child to learn how to recognise and interpret picture clues as well as learning the names and relationships of the first characters in the book.

Reading skills progression  continues through the rest of the school. As soon as the core books are sent home, a formal Home/School reading diary is introduced (see Home/School Reading Policy). The text of the story is sent home on a card for an adult to read to the child and an increasing amount of interaction with the story is expected. Alongside the conversation books, teaching is structured to follow various strands linked to early reading skills. The children learn single words in a set order, developing a sight vocabulary of core and high frequency words. Formal letter sounds teaching (phonics) are introduced in the Reception classes, where differentiated group activities develop and extend  book awareness and reading skills and strategies.

As the children acquire more skills, they move through the structure of the core scheme, with focused teaching in order to ensure progression in the competencies necessary to become fluent and proficient Readers. Specific teaching of the previously identified strands continues throughout the school, with the strands becoming increasingly inter-related as the children develop higher-order skills in reading. These higher-order skills are a fundamental part of the process towards becoming a fluent and effective reader. As the children progress to the higher stages of the reading scheme, questions to extend and enhance development of higher-order reading skills are sent home with the book.

 In order for the children to learn at an optimum rate, each class has three main ability groups. Literacy skills are taught  with focused teaching which follows the basic pattern of the National Literacy Strategy, i.e. much of the teaching is based on specific books which the children read in their groups. The form of reading varies according to the age and ability of the children and will range between sharing a “big” book, and group or shared reading round the group. Extension activities to study the text match the agreed skills progression from the Literacy Strategy

All children have an individual reading book which is chosen by the teacher to challenge and/or consolidate their skills. The main reading scheme we have in school is Oxford Reading Tree which is used as a core for home/school reading links, with other books/schemes being introduced as appropriate to skills progression and individual learning needs. There is also an Extension Readers box from which graded books can be selected. Children are encouraged to keep a record of their reading diet in a “Book Challenge” folder where every ten books read earns a reward (see Policy for Assertive discipline).

 We maintain close Parent Partnership links in order to encourage two-way communication on all issues. In particular, reading skills and progress will be communicated via a home/school reading record booklet in which adults record the book read and add a comment on the child’s performance and achievements. Adults in school will include a target within the comment for the child to work towards at home. (see Policies for Home/School Reading, Parent Partnership and Homework).

We use a variety of assessment techniques on a day to day basis to inform planning for progress and to ensure that each child is sufficiently challenged. Each child has an individual reading Assessment booklet which tracks their progress throughout their time in the school. This is updated every time the teacher reads individually with a child. Half-termly tracking sheets are maintained by the Headteacher on a data base and regular reports on progress in reading are made to the Governing Body.

We use the DEST screening programme at the end of the Reception Year to identify those children who need specific help with early reading and phonic skills. Salford Reading and Schonell spelling tests are used as indicators where appropriate at the end of Reception  and/or Year One children.  (See policy for Assessment, Recording and Reporting)

Children learn at different rates and need sensitive as well as structured teaching in order to ensure that they developing skills and understanding at an appropriate pace. Some children will find learning to read very challenging and will need a careful intervention programme.

In line with the school ethos of full inclusion, children with Special Educational Needs are fully catered for within a comprehensive support programme.(see all policies for Special Educational Needs, Equal opportunities and Racial Equality).

This policy should be read in conjunction with the policies for Special Needs and Assessment and Monitoring and matched with the policy for Teaching and Learning with particular reference to the statement for Effective Learning.
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