
Burnham Copse Primary School

Policy for Sex Education
Aims: 
To answer any questions posed by the children in an honest and open manner and at a level appropriate to their age and understanding.

To educate children of an appropriate age, in the mechanics, moralities and responsibilities associated with sexual relationships.


To promulgate good moral awareness and the importance of family life.



To maintain a culture within which children feel secure and able to ask 

questions.

In setting a policy for sex education, we are seeking to define the parameters within which we operate in answering questions posed by the children about aspects of reproduction, education about family life and psychological aspects of health education.

At KS1, and in the first years of KS2, we do not at any time include overt teaching about sexual matters in any curriculum area. However, as part of our science studies, the children are required to recognise that living things grow and reproduce themselves. If at any time an individual child asks questions beyond the simple recognition of this fact, their questions are answered in an open, honest and simple manner geared to their age and level of understanding. For example, if a child asks how babies are made, the answer is that they grow in their mummy’s tummy. If a child persists beyond this level, the matter will be referred to the Parent at the earliest opportunity.
During years 5 and 6 of KS2, more overt teaching and/or instruction becomes appropriate as children’s bodies begin to change and mature. Sex Education in school follows the guidelines as set out in the LA policy documents. Instruction is usually carried out in conjunction with the School Nurse.

Parents are invited to meet the Nurse before any teaching takes place, and have an opportunity to preview any material of an overt sexual nature to be shown to the children. Parents have a right to withdraw their children from Sex Education.

Linked to personal and social education, all children are taught that individuals have rights over their own bodies and that there are differences between good and bad touches. Included in these discussions are aspects of personal safety and the appreciation of the ways in which people live and work together (see Policy for Personal and Social and Health Education).

Within aspects of family life education, we encourage children to develop an awareness of the importance of family, the different types of families and the roles of individuals within the family. Within this, we are careful not to reinforce gender roles, stereotyping or judgmental attitudes. During both key stages, children will be able to explore the rituals associated with birth, marriage and death, either as part of the planned curriculum, or as dictated by specific issues. In allowing the children these opportunities, we set a secure framework within which they can express their feelings and emotions.

In seeking to help children to understand the process of ageing, there are aspects of the curriculum, noticeably within an historical context, where the idea of growing from young to old is explored. Each spring we hatch chickens or ducks to give the children a cross-curricular opportunity to explore the concepts mentioned above in addition to the opportunity to care for young animals.

The psychological aspects of health education are covered more fully in the Policy for Personal, Social and Health Education. Within this policy we seek to help the children to understand the importance of valuing themselves and others, recognising the range of human emotions and co-operating with others in work and play.

All adults within the school are aware of the need for sensitivity in listening to children and encouraging them to share their hopes and fears. The importance of the individual is the paramount concern and children are expected to respect the rights of others as well as their own.

Children with identified Special Needs have equality of access to all curriculum areas (see policies for Special Educational Needs, Inclusion and Equal Opportunities).

We have a clear commitment to helping all children to develop emotionally, spiritually, socially, and culturally. The broad framework of our sex education policy encompasses these issues. 

Parents do have the statutory right to withdraw their child/ren from any aspect of sex education within which they are not comfortable. If this situation should arise, we request that the matter should be referred to the Headteacher for immediate discussion.
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