
Burnham Copse Primary School

Travelling to school Policy


Aims: 
· To set up systems that will enable children to care for and respect each other, value their local environment and become responsible global citizens.
· To make travelling to school as safe as possible.
· To encourage as many children as possible to travel to and from school by means other than cars.
· To communicate school expectations and recommended HCC safe practice in respect of children *cycling to school.
· To facilitate the storage of *bicycles during the school day.

Burnham Copse Primary School is fully committed to the ethos of becoming a sustainable school where every effort is made to reduce the carbon footprint. To this end, we seek to encourage parents to travel to school without the use of cars.

We recognise that many children will travel to school under their own power more willingly if wheels are provided to make the experience fun. To this end, we encourage cycling to and from school as much as possible.

However, we expect all children cycling to school to be under the supervision of adults who are exercising vigilance and very close supervision at all times to ensure the safety of everyone using the school site and immediate environment of the school. Ultimately, the responsibility for the children cycling to school rests with parents or carers.
The area around the school is well served with by-ways and tracks which can be used as an alternative route for travelling from all sections of the catchment area (details available on request). As part of the monitoring of our Travel Plan, safer routes remains on the annual agenda for discussion with the local highways agencies and we are constantly seeking improvements which favour the non-car user.

The school has provided racks where bicycles and scooters can be left. Families need to provide a padlock and are responsible for securing bicycles and scooters in these areas. The school will continue to review the use of these storage racks and make provision to meet the demand as it arises. However, no responsibility can be taken for loss or damage, howsoever caused, to personal property left on the site.

As an added incentive, all children travelling to school by means other than a car can complete a chart to record the days. For every chart completed, the children receive a certificate and can choose a book prize – this also applies to those who choose to walk.
All children in the school are offered the opportunity to join in with a cycling awareness course at the age of seven and then train on the Cycling Proficiency Scheme once they are ten years old. There is an annual sponsored bike ride in the school grounds which celebrates the health benefits of cycling.
In agreeing this policy, the Governing Body have the following expectations of parents where bicycles are being used by children for travel to school.
· Parents are expected to maintain their children’s bicycles in good working order. 

The school has a good checklist for cycles which is available for collection from the office. This can also be found on the website. 
 www.burnhamcopse.co.uk
· It is expected that a cycle helmet (which meets current Safety Regulations) should be worn when cycling. 
· Children should be encouraged to wear Hi Viz jackets or fluorescent safety straps or coats.
· All cycle riders are expected to adhere to general road safety rules, especially in crossing the school entrance coming from the Franklin Avenue end of Newchurch Road – riders should dismount, cross safely, and then proceed up the driveway on the left hand side with caution.

· Where younger children are riding alongside an adult who is on foot, they are expected to stay beside their adult on the pedestrian path, pushing the bicycle rather than riding it, unless the parent has a secure and prescribed “parent handle” attached. 
· No-one is permitted to ride their bicycle on an area at the front of the school. This includes riding on the grass and applies equally to all adults. 
· The security of cycles and scooters is the responsibility of the families concerned and adequate measures should be taken to protect against theft. The school cannot be held responsible for any scooter or cycle which is left on the school premises at any time. 
· The school will continue to provide Cycle Training sessions for children aged 10 years +. Children are advised to attend these courses as soon as they are old enough if they intend to cycle to school unsupervised once they move on to Secondary school. 

· The school reserves the right to contact families if a child is not adhering to these guidelines.
PAGE  
Page 1
Issue 1 June 2009

* for the purposes of this policy “ bicycle” needs to be read as “any wheeled mechanism that a child might choose to travel on – i.e. a scooter or tricycle.

